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Traite de Chirurgie de Guerre. By E. Delorme. Medecin- 
Major de i rc classe. Professeur de clinique chirurgicale et de bles- 
sures de guerre au Val de Grace. Tome premier. Histoire de la 
chirurgie militaire fran<;ais,plaiespar armes a feu des parties molles. 
Avec 93 figures dans le text et une planche en chromo-lithographie, 
pp. viii, 668. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1888. 

Treatise on Military Surgery. By E. Delorme, Volume I. 

The work, of which this is the first volume, promises to be a very 
excellent piece of literary work, evidently written by a surgeon who 
does not disdain to combine scholarship with practical dexterity. 
Fairly bristling with references to literature, the author has drawn his 
inspiration from all sources, the most important of which is the vast 
storehouse of military surgery comprised in the surgical volumes of 
the Medical and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion, which 
is already out of print. Unquestionably the most valuable work ever 
issued by our government, it touches our national pride all the more 
deeply to learn that, former editions of the latter work having been 
exhausted, there is no prospect of a new one being produced. It is 
to be hoped, however, that the minds of our legislators, may at no 
distant day be so fully impressed with the usefulness of this mighty 
treatise that a new edition will be the natural outcome. And we trust 
that the admiration and respect with which it is regarded by foreign 
surgeons will be a powerful factor in securing this happy result. 

Half of the first volume or nearly one quarter ol the work of Delorme 
is occupied by a history ot French military surgery which is of great 
interest and value. In fact the entire work gives evidence of profound 
erudition, but it does not impress us as being particularly accurate 
nor eminently practical. A believer in aseptic surgery, his account of 
its applications to the surgery of war is incomplete and unsatisfactory. 
When he comes down to the surgery of particular organs, his work is 
better and perhaps as good as any. While then it would be a matter 
of regret were this book of Delorme’s to be considered the ne plus ultra 
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of military surgery, it is an excellent digest of much that is valuable, 
and will be found exceedingly useful by medical officers of the public 
services. 

The Surgeon’s Pocket-Book. An essay on the best treatment of 
wounded in war; specially adapted for the public medical services. 
By Surgeon-Major J. H. Porter, Late Assistant Professor of Military 
Surgery, Army Medical School, Netley. Third edition, revised and 
edited by Brigade-Surgeon C. H. Y. Godwin, Assistant Professor 
of Military Surgery, Army Medical School, Netley, 12 mo. pp. xx, 
257. Philadelphia, P. Blakiston, Son & Co., 1887. 

It is impossible for the military surgeon to carry with him into the 
field ordinary works of reference upon military surgery and hygiene, 
and consequently a suitable aide-memoire is a strongly felt necessity. 
Such a work should not attempt to comprehend the entire domain of 
military medicine, but it should consist of a concise presentation of 
the action demanded by the emergencies of field service. It should 
cover briefly the chief points in the organization of the field sanitary 
corps, the transportation of the wounded and the construction of camps 
and field hospitals, in addition to the treatment of wounds and camp 
diseases. The text must be catefully pruned of all unnecessary ver¬ 
biage and as many ideas can be presented more clearly in pictorial 
form, illustrations should be profusely employed. And it is of prime 
importance that the book should be small in size, so as to be conven¬ 
iently carried in the medical officer’s pocket. 

The essay of Surgeon-Major Porter, first issued in 1875, more fully 
met the demand than any work that had hitherto appeared, and a re¬ 
vision of the second edition by the author and of the third edition by 
Brigade-Surgeon Godwin, has vastly improved it. The Introductory 
General Remarks are devoted mainly to the subject of the transporta¬ 
tion of the wounded, and comprise decidedly the best presentation of 
conveyance by human bearers that we have seen, the portion relating 
to extemporized litters being particularly complete, although it would 
be greatly improved by the addition of methods of carrying the 
wounded without assisting apparatus. Chapters on fractures and 
splints faithfully portray the best methods of dealing with these acci¬ 
dents, while the subject of wounds is introduced by an excellent epi¬ 
tome of the applications of antiseptic principles to this part of the 
military surgeon’s work ; after which wounds of various organs are 
considered in detail. Amputations are discussed very much after the 
usual fashion and the procedures illustrated by the cuts commonly used 



